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Toolkit 1 : What Makes Us Special?  (Ages 5-7)
Lesson Guide
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Preparation 
Print out the worksheets and copy for each pupil. View the presentation. Also have red, amber, and green cards for each pupil for the traffic light discussion, if needed.

Introductory Activity
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	Screen 1


· Using Screen 1, pupils match the words to the picture by dragging and dropping the word onto the picture.  

· Pupils discuss in pairs ways in which humans are similar to and different from other animals.  They discuss what they think humans are particularly good at.
· Pupils compare their answers with other pupils' ideas in a larger group.
· Record pupils' ideas on the board.  Draw out the idea that humans are very good at thinking about questions and finding out answers.  Explain that this is the idea we are going to explore. 

Main Activities

Exploring our questions
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	Screen 2


· Using Screen 2, pupils watch a short video sequence.  This shows children aged 5-7 investigating things they are interested in, enjoy doing, and would like to find out more about.  Ask the pupils to think, while they are watching the film, what questions the children in the film might be asking themselves. 
· Discuss the questions which the children in the video might have in their minds.  Write them up on a display board. 

· In pairs and small groups, pupils talk about the questions they have in their minds which they would really like to find out the answers to.  What do they know about it already?  What would they like to find out more about? How could they find out more?  The pupils share their ideas with the larger group and the teacher.  Their ideas are added to the display board. 
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Thinking about how questions have changed the world
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	Screen 3


· Using Screen 3, pupils look at four pictures:  of an artist, a musician, a scientist, and a doctor.  Talk about and invite the pupils to comment on the questions these people might have in their minds.  Discuss the impact which their questions might have on the world.  For example, a doctor would be asking 'How can I make my patients well again?'  The answers would help lots of people get well again.  


Finding out why humanists say our questions make us special
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	Screen 4


· Using Screen 4, and Worksheet 1b, introduce the 'happy human' logo used by humanists as a symbol for Humanism.  Explain that this picture is used by people called humanists.  The pupils then explore the meaning of the 'happy human' logo of Humanism: they look at the symbol on screen and on paper. They discuss in pairs and then share with other pupils: What comes into your mind when you see this symbol?  What does it look like to you?  What do you think it shows?  The pupils might suggest that it looks like a person and like an H.  

· Explain that this is a picture of a human being and it is designed to look like an H for 'Human' and 'Humanism'. 

· Explain that the pupils are going to explore this picture further to find out more about what humanists think.  Get the pupils to stand in the same position as the 'happy human' logo - feet squarely on the ground, arms stretching up into the air.  How does it make you feel?  Where might you have seen people standing like this?  What were they doing?  Ideas might come up such as:  it's like celebrating scoring a goal, or winning a race, or finding the answer to a difficult problem, or shouting 'Hurray!', or stretching up to feel awake and energetic, or pop stars waving to their fans...    
· Introduce the idea that this picture makes us think about achieving and celebrating things and being energetic.  For humanists it is about celebrating being human.  Humanists say that one of the most special things to celebrate about being human is our curiosity.  We can question and explore the world.  We can ask questions inside our heads and we can ask other people, about things that interest us. 
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	Screen 5


· Using Screen 5, the pupils watch a video clip of humanists talking about why questions are important.  The key ideas are that our ability to think about questions and find answers to those questions enables us to change the world we live in, and that our ability to think about questions and find answers to those questions means that we can think for ourselves and not rely on authorities without question to give us answers.  
· Summarise these two ideas.  Refer back to the pupils' own questions at the start of this work - the pupils all had questions in their minds and explored ways of answering those questions.  Refer to the examples given in Screen 3 - these people all had questions in their minds and the answers helped to change the world around them.
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	Screen 6


· Summarise everything and recap on what the pupils have learned.
Plenary

· Small groups of pupils each have a copy of the 'happy human' logo with the title, 'What Makes Us Special?'  Each group then has two tasks: the first is to complete a sentence below the picture to explain how humanists would answer the question 'What makes us special?' The sentence is 'Humanists say that one special thing about humans is ...................... because ...................................  The second task is to decorate the 'happy human' in a way which shows the idea of 'celebrating being human'.  Then gather the pupils' work together to make a display.
· Pose the following questions to the pupils:  What do you think is the most special thing about being human?  How could you show your idea?  Invite the pupils to make a picture, story, play, music, dance, construction, or anything else, which shows their idea and present it to the class. The pupils discuss how far it is the same or different from what a humanist might say.

· Consolidate the pupils' learning by reviewing the work they have done:  the ways in which their own questions made them invent and imagine, the ideas they thought of about how questions impact on the world,  their 'happy human' symbols, their ideas about whether questions are always a good thing, and the pupils' creative work on what makes humans special.  
· Review the ways in which they learned:  by listening, discussing ideas, working in a team with others, using their favourite creative skills, looking at pictures, and writing ideas down.  Preview ways in which pupils can apply and extend their learning.  Give the pupils the pupils' assessment sheet (Worksheet 1c) to enable them to tick what they think they have learned and say what they enjoyed most.

Pupils each have a copy of Worksheet 1d as a summary of what humanists believe.

Follow-up Ideas

· Prepare interview questions and invite in a humanist to speak (The BHA and your local Standing Advisory Council for RE can help with finding a speaker).
· Find out how different religious traditions answer the question 'what makes us special?'

Transcripts of the videos are available to download in video library area.
Extension Activity:  Pupils use Worksheet 1a to give examples of answers to some human questions which have changed the world (like the question 'how can we travel fast?' Answer: make cars and trains etc), and to suggest some other questions which have had an impact on the world. 





Extension activity: The pupils could discuss the questions 'Is it always a good idea to ask lots of questions?  What might a humanist say?  How is your answer similar to or different from humanists'?'  This could take the form of a 'traffic light' discussion, in which the teacher poses the first question, to which all pupils then answer using red, amber, or green cards.  Red = no, amber = maybe, green = yes.  Individual pupils can then be asked to give reasons for their opinions, bringing in answers to the second and third question.





Extension Activity:  Pupils could go on practical or imaginative adventures to explore answers to their questions.  This might be building some construction, doing experimental artwork or music composition, investigating some aspect of the natural world, investigating a maths puzzle, writing a mystery story, or a poem, or any other creative venture which explores their questions.  They then share their creative work and talk about what they have done.  They talk about their question, what they found out, what new questions may have come up for them in the course of their activities, and how they might want to take their ideas further.
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