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Toolkit 2 : What Do Humanists Celebrate and Why? (Ages 7-11)  Lesson Guide
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Preparation 
Download the four worksheets and copy one for each pupil.  Preview the seven screens.  Prepare craft materials, if needed.

Introductory Activities
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	Screen 1


· Explain that in this piece of work the pupils are going to think about what we celebrate, the things in life that we really value, that are really worth celebrating.  We are also going to find out about people called humanists, find out about what they celebrate and why.  

· Using screen 1, in pairs or groups the pupils look at the ‘happy human’ logo of humanism.  They talk about what they know about it already and what they think it makes them think of.  They then look at the statements on screen and decide which they think is true or false.  The aim is for pupils to recap on prior knowledge and start thinking about the humanist ideas they will encounter in this toolkit.
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	Screen 2


· Using screen 2, the pupils look at the images on screen.  Talk about and invite the pupils to share ideas about the celebrations shown in these images.  What are people celebrating in these pictures and why?  The images show a birthday celebration, a (humanist) wedding, and a harvest festival.  

· Then in groups the pupils share ideas about special occasions they or their family celebrate.  These might be festivals like Id or Christmas, life-milestone occasions like new babies, weddings, anniversaries, or birthdays, or a one-off special event - maybe moving house, or passing an exam, or getting a new job.  The pupils consider the questions ‘When you celebrate, who do you celebrate with?  What do you do?  What is the most important thing about this celebration for you?  What would you miss if you didn’t have it?’  The pupils some of their ideas with the whole class.  Their ideas are recorded on the board.
Main Activities
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	Screen 3


· Recap on what humanists believe.  Using screen 3 (the ‘happy human symbol of Humanism’, explore the pupils’ ideas about what this image shows and discuss what it means.  (It is a stylised picture of a human, designed to look like an H for Humanism, stretching up to evoke the idea of celebrating being human.)  Humanists are people who say that this world and this life are the only world and life we have, and that we should try to live full and happy lives and help others to do the same. 
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	Screen 4


· Using screen 4, explain that we are going to look at two events in life which many humanists celebrate:  new babies and weddings.  We are going to find out how humanists may celebrate these events and why many humanists feel these celebrations are important. 

The humanist new baby ceremony
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	Screen 5


· Invite the pupils to think and talk about the celebrations people have when a new baby arrives.  What do they already know about such celebrations, in religious and non-religious families?  What happens?  Why? 
· Using screen 5, the pupils watch the video clip of a humanist new baby ceremony.  They then discuss what the people in the clip are saying and doing.  What does this show us about what is important for the people celebrating?  Ideas will come up about the love, commitment, and responsibility the parents feel for the child and the support of friends and family.  Record these ideas on the board. 
· Each pupil has a sheet (Worksheet 2a) showing a still from the new baby ceremony.  Each of the key adults has a speech bubble.  The pupils write in each speech bubble a sentence which that person might be saying, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  The aim is that pupils write sentences which reflect the key values for humanists of love, commitment, and responsibility in our relationships.
· Explain that for humanists, the love and support of our family and friends is really important.  Humanists believe there is no god; it is the people around us who help us in life.
· The pupils then imagine that someone in their family or an older friend has had a baby and asked them to be a special person, like a supporting adult, for that child.  What would they want to say to the baby at a new baby ceremony?  The pupils could show this though drama, artwork, a song, a poem, or other creative work.  What would they say to the baby about where love comes from, and who loves them?  
· The pupils share and talk about their work.  In what ways are their ideas similar to or different from humanist ideas?  In what ways are their ideas similar to or different from those of some religious traditions?  What would a humanist say about where love comes from?  How is this different from what people in some religious traditions might say?
The humanist wedding/civil partnership ceremony
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	Screen 6


· Invite the pupils to think and talk about weddings and civil partnership ceremonies.  What do they already know about such celebration, in religious and non-religious families?  What happens?  Why?

· Using screen 6, the pupils watch the video clip of a humanist wedding.  They then discuss what the people in the clip are saying and doing.  What does this show us about what is important for the people celebrating?  Ideas will come up about the love, commitment, and responsibility the couple feel for each other and the support of friends and family around them.  Record these ideas on the board.
· Each pupil has a sheet (Worksheet 2b) showing a still from the wedding ceremony.  Each of the key participants has a speech bubble.  The pupils write in each speech bubble a sentence which that person might be saying, expressing their thoughts and feelings.  The aim is that pupils write sentences which reflect the key values for humanists of love, commitment, and responsibility in our relationships.
· Explain that for humanists, the love and support of our family and friends is really important.  Humanists believe there is no god; it is the people around us who help us in life.
· The pupils then imagine that they have been asked to be the best man (or best woman) at a wedding or civil partnership ceremony.  They have to say a few words about love.  Where does love come from and what would be an example of doing something loving for someone?   The pupils could show this though drama, artwork, a song, a poem, or other creative work.  The pupils share and talk about their work.  In what ways are their ideas similar to or different from humanist ideas?  In what ways are their ideas similar to or different from those of some religious traditions?  What would a humanist say about where love comes from?  How is this different from what people in some religious traditions might say?
Plenary

This offers a choice of activities to enable pupils to present and reflect on their learning
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	Screen 7


· In groups, the pupils produce a short TV or radio interview with a humanist and somebody from a religious tradition they have studied.  The interview explores why each celebrates new babies and/or weddings/civil partnerships.  The pupils either invite speakers in, or role-play the parts of the interviewees.  The pupils use screen 7 to recap what they have found out about humanist celebrations in this toolkit.  They think of questions they would want to ask a humanist and someone from the religious tradition.  They record the interview.  They then add comments of their own about the views given.  (The BHA and your local Standing Advisory Council for RE can help with finding humanist speakers.)
· Using screen 7, the pupils recap what they have found out about humanist celebrations in this toolkit.  They produce a magazine feature about a humanist celebration, a leaflet to inform people about humanist celebrations, or a play script of a conversation with a family member about why they had a humanist celebration.  They explain what happens in the celebration and why.
· The pupils discuss and suggest ideas about what they think are the really important things in life which are worth celebrating and why.  How would they celebrate?  The class could pool ideas, then choose the one they really like and create and film their own class celebration.  On film they could talk about how their idea is similar to and different from humanist ideas about the things that are really worth celebrating in life.
· Pupils each have a copy of Worksheet 2d as a summary of what humanists believe.

Transcripts of the videos are available to download in video library area.
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