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Toolkit 3 : How Should We Treat Other People and Why?  (Ages 7-11)  Lesson Guide
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Preparation 
Preview the screens.  
Download Worksheet 3a and make copies for one between 2 pupils.  
Download one copy of Worksheet 3b and make copies for one between 3 pupils.  Download Worksheet 3c and make a copy for each pupil.  
The pupils will also need lined paper or exercise books and pens in two colours.
Prepare red and green cards for each pupil.  
Have ready books or other materials on the sacred texts and leaders/teachers of a religion you have studied.

Introductory Activities
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	Screen 1


· Explain that in this piece of work the pupils are going to explore the question of how we should treat other people.  We are going to find out about an idea called Humanism, and how humanists say you should treat other people.  We are going to do this in order to work out more clearly our own views about how we should treat other people.  First, we are going to recap on what Humanism is.  
· Using screen 1, in pairs or groups the pupils look at the ‘happy human’ symbol of Humanism.  They talk about what they know about it already and what it makes them think of.  They then look at the statements on screen and decide which they think is true or false.  The aim is for pupils to recap on prior knowledge and start thinking about the humanist ideas they will encounter in this toolkit
Main Activities

1.  What should you do?
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	Screen 2


· Using screen 2, the pupils consider the following scenario:  your friends are stealing sweets and chocolates from the local sweet shop.  They want you to join in.  What do you do?  What are your options?  In pairs or threes, pupils produce a mind map of all the options they can think of.  To do this, each pair or group has a sheet of lined paper with a question mark in the middle.  Around it they write down the options.  Each pair then shares with the rest of the class the ideas they have thought of and these are written up on the board. 
· The pupils then discuss which option they would choose and why.  This could take the form a ‘traffic light’ discussion:  each pupil has a red and a green card.  Pupils can vote for or against each option by showing the red or green card.  Individuals can then explain their choices.  The reasons for choices might include: 

- Stealing is always wrong


- Nobody wants to have their things stolen


- We want to be liked


- We should keep to the rules


- It’s only sweets so it doesn’t matter


- What would happen if everyone stole sweets?


- What is the effect of our action going to be?

· Each pupil then circles on their pair’s/group’s mind map the option they would go for.  Next to it they write the reason why they would choose that option, either in their own words or finishing the sentence ‘I would choose to do this because….’
2.  What might a humanist decide and why?
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	Screen 3
	Screen 4
	Screen 5


· Using screens 3, 4 and 5 the pupils watch video clips of humanists talking about how we should treat others. 
· Discuss with the pupils the ideas expressed in the films and summarise the three key ideas which emerge: 
First, humanists say you should treat others as you’d like to be 
treated yourself.  You should do this because you can put yourself in somebody else’s place and imagine how you would feel.  This is called empathy. 
Second, humanists say you can think about the effect your action is going 
to have.  If something is likely to have a harmful effect you shouldn’t do it.  
This is called reasoning.
Third, humanists say that empathy and reason are in our nature as humans.  They say we use our own human nature to work out how to treat others and that we don’t need a god or a holy book to tell us what we should do.
· The pupils look back to the mind map they made.  In a second colour they circle, or add, the options which a humanist might choose.  Next to it they write down why a humanist might choose that option.  They either write a sentence of their own or finish the sentence ‘A humanist might choose this option because …’ 
· Screen 6 contains a brief statement of the humanist view for display while pupils are performing this task.
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	Screen 6
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3.  What is the Golden Rule?
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	Screen 7


· Using screen 7, the pupils discover what some religions and other philosophies teach about how to treat other people.  The pupils click on each symbol on the side of the world map on screen.  This brings up each religion/ philosophy in turn, shows its teaching on how to treat others, and shows where that religion/philosophy originated.  In groups of three or four the pupils then have three minutes to discuss what they have found out about what other people say about how you should treat others.  They report their ideas back to the class.  These ideas should be:  that each religion/philosophy has a similar view of how we should treat others; that this idea is found all over the world; and that it is found at all the periods of history represented by the examples on screen.  Explain that the idea is called the ‘Golden Rule’.
· In the same groups, the pupils then choose one religion they have studied.  (Ideally more than one religion in the class as a whole.)  They recap/research and pool their ideas to answer the questions on Worksheet 3b.
· The pupils report back to the class. Why do the pupils think that so many different cultures across the world and at different times have come up with something so similar? Make sure that the pupils understand that humanists say it is because the golden rule comes from our own human nature and the need we have to live together in communities, not from god(s) or a holy book.  Humanists say that this is why the Golden Rule is found all over the world and at all periods in history.
4.  How do humanists apply reasoning and the Golden Rule
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	Screen 8


· In groups, the pupils produce a wall display around a large humanist ‘happy human’ symbol (Worksheet 3b), showing some examples of how humanists might put the Golden Rule into practice.  To do this the pupils first watch the video clip on screen 8.  
· The pupils then show their ideas in visual form.  Examples might include: 

- Drawing a picture of somebody behind bars and the sentence ’Nobody 
wants to be imprisoned for what they believe‘.  


- Sticking on a picture from a carton of fair trade juice with the sentence ‘Everyone wants to earn a fair wage for their work’.

- Freeze-framing and photographing a dance/drama moment of somebody being released from prison, with the sentence ‘How does it feel to be set free?’


- Designing a logo for a humanist environmentalist campaign, around the 
question ‘What’s the effect of your actions?’

Plenary
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	Screen 9


· Using screen 9, recap with the pupils what they have done in this piece of work.
· Then invite the pupils to look back at the mind map they made earlier and think back to the sweet shop scenario.  In pairs/threes the pupils then discuss and write down their answers to the following questions: Would you now choose to do the same thing, or something else?  What reasons would you give?  How is your answer similar to, or different from, what a humanist might say?  The pairs/groups then share their ideas with another pair/group.
· Using group discussion, drama, or extended writing the pupils consider these questions: Do you think that it’s just the effect of an action which makes it right or wrong, or are some things always right or always wrong?  Do you think that the way you would like to be treated is always a good guide to how other people should be treated?  Does this tell us what is right and wrong?
· The pupils invite in a humanist speaker.  They prepare questions they would like to ask about the speaker’s view of how we should treat others and why.  (The BHA and your local Standing Advisory Council for RE can help with finding a speaker.)

· Worksheet 3c gives pupils the opportunity to assess what they feel they have learned and to say what they enjoyed doing most in this piece of work.
· Pupils have a copy of Worksheet 3d as a summary of what humanists believe.

Transcripts of the videos are available to download in video library area.
Extension Activity: The pupils could role-play/create an animation or cartoon/ write a script of the next scene in the sweet shop.  They imagine a humanist in their place and show what they might be thinking and what they might do.
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