[image: image9.jpg]BRITISH fassociation
or the one ife we hove







Toolkit 5 : How Do We Know What is Right and Wrong?  (Ages 11-14)  Lesson Guide
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Preparation 
Download the Worksheets and preview the screens. 

For the activities comparing humanist and religious viewpoints you will need either: information about a religious viewpoint on wealth, war, animal rights, or free speech; or information about a religious viewpoint on sources of authority and ethical guidance.  

Introductory Activities
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	Screen 1


· Using screen 1, in pairs or groups the students look at the ‘happy human’ logo of Humanism.  They talk about what they know about it already and what they think it makes them think of.  They then look at the statements on screen and decide which they think is true or false.  The aim is for pupils to recap on prior knowledge and start thinking about the humanist ideas they will encounter in this toolkit.
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	Screen 2


· Using screen 2, students watch a short video clip introducing Humanism.  

Main Activities

A moral dilemma
· The students consider the following scenario:  You are in the playground at the end of the day.  Nobody else is around.  You see something on the ground.  Going closer, you see it is a ticket, a ticket to a football match.  A very expensive ticket to the big match, the final.  What do you do with it?  What are your options?  What do you choose to do and why?  
· In small groups the students think of all the possible options which they could choose to do in this situation.  They write them down on a mind map (Worksheet 5a).  They discuss which option they would choose.  They write a sentence on their mind map explaining what they would choose to do and why. It is the why which is most important as we go on to explore how humanists decide what is right and wrong.
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	Screen 3
	Screen 4
	Screen 5


· The students investigate how humanists make moral choices.  To do this they use screens 3, 4, and 5 and use Worksheet 5b.
· The key ideas are that humanists believe that the right thing to do is what will best contribute to your own and others’ welfare and happiness and that humanists use reason and empathy to decide what this is. 

· The students then look over the options for action which they came up with in the last screen.  In groups they discuss which options a humanist might choose and why.  Each group shares their ideas with the class.  They circle or add to their mind maps, in a different colour, the options a humanist might choose.  They write a sentence on their mind map explaining what a humanist might choose and why.
Comparing humanist views with religious views (1)
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	Screen 6


· The students watch a short video clip (screen 6) of humanists talking about one of the questions listed below.
· In groups of three the students prepare an answer to the question.  Some groups prepare a humanist answer.  Some groups prepare an answer from a religious viewpoint they have studied.  Worksheet 5c is a writing frame to help students structure their answer.
· Each group then presents their answer.  This could be done in role, with the rest of the class playing other people present at the meeting and questioning the speakers.   
· The ethical decisions are: 

 - Wealth - is it fair to have to pay taxes to fund public services?  The tax-payers’ lobby group meets with a humanist and a religious MP
- War - is it ever right to use violence?  An anti-war protest group holds a public meeting and invites a humanist and a religious speaker
- Animal rights - is it ever right to use animals in experiments?  A university committee, which includes a humanist and somebody from a religious tradition, decides whether to spend millions on a new animal lab
- Dialogue/Freedom - should comedians be allowed to make fun of people’s beliefs in public?  The comedians’ union representative (a humanist) speaks to MPs (one of whom has a religious viewpoint) at a Commons Select Committee, advising on new legislation
· Discuss the following questions:
1. What did the humanist and religious viewpoints agree on?

2. What did they disagree on?

3. How far do you think people should be free to do what they decide to do?

4. How far should empathy extend to non-humans?

5. Would it be better just to have rules to follow, rather than to try to use reason and empathy to work things out?

Comparing humanist views with religious views (2)
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	Screen 7


· Using screen 7 the students learn more about how humanists do not believe in god(s) or a life after death. 

· Using Worksheet 5d and what they learned from screen 7, students investigate answers to the following four questions which a humanist might give and which somebody from a religious tradition might give and why: 
1. How should you behave, in order to be ‘good’ or ‘do what’s right’?

2. Who or what tells you what is right or wrong?

3. Why should you try to do what is right?

4. Is there any way in which bad actions are punished and good actions rewarded, like karma, reincarnation, heaven or hell?

· The students hold a debate between a humanist and a religious believer on  the following motion: 
‘People need a belief in God and an afterlife to motivate them to behave well.’ 
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	Screen 8


· To follow up the debate, summarise with the students what humanist and religious views have in common and the ways in which they differ.  The key issues are:
1. Humanists and most religious traditions share the Golden Rule, but usually differ about its origins.  Humanists argue that the Golden Rule is universal because it arises not from any divine source but from our human ability to reason and to empathise and our need to live together co-operatively and harmoniously.
2. Some religious traditions share with Humanism an emphasis on exercising personal judgement, on interpreting principles rather than following rules.
3. Some religious traditions differ from Humanism in emphasising following rules and obeying authority.
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In contrast to what humanists believe, almost all religions include the concepts of God or a life after death.

Plenary
· Invite the students to look back at their ideas about the ticket to the football match and answer the following questions:  Would they still choose the same option now?  What reasons would they give?  In what ways would their reasons be similar to those of a humanist?  In what ways would their reasons be different?  What other viewpoints might influence them?

· The students consider: What questions would you want to ask a humanist about how they decide what is right or wrong?     

· Find a current news story that deals with a question of what is right and wrong.  
· What might a humanist say about this issue and why?  Use the principles of humanist ethics to help you answer.  What do you think about this issue?  Why?

Transcripts of the videos are available to download in video library area.



An extension of this activity could be to bring in two contrasting religious viewpoints (for example, Orthodox and Progressive Judaism) and debate the following:  ‘Some religious traditions have more in common with Humanism than they have in common with some other religious traditions‘
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