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How humanists celebrate a new life
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Lailan
Good afternoon and welcome to you all. Today Kim is celebrating with you, the most important people in her daughter’s life, Eve’s place in her family and the wider community of the world we live in. This is a humanist ceremony, by which we mean it is nonreligious and founded on a shared respect for humanity and the natural world. That’s why we believe it is important to have this gathering to welcome Eve, surround her with people who have been part of the unfolding adventure of her mother’s life, and ask you to play a part in her daughter’s new life. Eve is now six and a half months old and is already familiar with the name we will formally give her today. Among the qualities I would her to have are kindness, confidence, honesty, compassion and strength of character and also morality and a huge sense of decency. As Eve journeys through life, Kim and all of us here today hope she will make many friends, learn from them and experience life through and with them.
One person who will play an important part in Eve’s life is Kim’s sister Helen. Kim has asked her to read ‘My Dear Child’ by an anonymous poet whose words bring to life Kim’s great love for her daughter.
Helen
You are the poem I dreamed of writing, The masterpiece I longed to paint, You are the shining star I reached for in my ever hopeful quest for a life fulfilled ...
Lailan
The bond between Eve and her mother is secure and very important but Eve has another special bond with her grandparents, Colin and Mary, who’ve promised to care for her.

We come now to the moment when we’ll formally name Eve. A name once given will be forever associated with a face, a voice, a walk, a laugh and all the other idiosyncrasies that her family and friends will recognise. Her name will be spoken, whispered, shouted, cried, sung and written thousands of times impersonally or meaningfully, by family and friends, neighbours, schoolmates and teachers, doctors, colleagues, lovers and strangers and maybe by children and grandchildren.

Now this is the day, our child, into the daylight you will go outstanding, preparing for your day. Our child, it is your day this day. May your road be fulfilled, in your thoughts may we live. May we be the ones whom your thoughts will embrace. May you help us all to finish our roads.
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