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The importance of empathy to humanists
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Alice
Empathy is important in dealing with difficult issues and it is important to be able to put yourself in that other person’s shoes, and be able to see their viewpoint. That being said, it isn’t necessarily the be-all and end-all. If someone thought it was fair to harm someone, you can put yourself in that person’s shoes but that doesn’t mean you agree with their right to harm someone. So, empathy is important but it shouldn’t override logic.
Andrew
You know that if you’ve ever fallen over or hurt yourself, bumped your head, that the reaction you’ve had to that is pain and you can see, when that happens to other people, that they react in the same way and because we have the imagination and the empathy to understand that what we feel in those situations other people are feeling too, we can be pretty sure that they’re feeling the sort of pain we feel when these things happen to us.
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