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Free speech – is freedom of speech important ?
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Viv

I’ve been asked about how far people should have freedom of speech. I believe very firmly in freedom of speech. Of course we must be sensitive to other people’s points of view but I don’t think that we should censor ourselves. Certainly I see no reason why comedians, or example, shouldn’t make fun of people’s beliefs. If people really believe in something surely they’re strong enough to manage a little bit of fun.
Andrew

Modern societies are very diverse; people have all sorts of different opinions on all sorts of questions and one of the things we have to recognise is that not everyone will always agree about the answers to some of the really important questions. What we have to look for is a way to live together in peace in a society in which there are people who disagree. I think we’re all going to feel offended at some point by something that someone says, that’s going to happen and it’s because we don’t all agree about everything and some of our beliefs are very strongly held and we may feel upset when things are said that offend against them. But if we’re going to live in a free society where we can all get along that we have to respect the fact that people have a right to say things even if we disagree with them. Because the flipside of the coin is that if we don’t have that right then none of us may be able to say what we really believe and that’s a very dark society to live in – where you can’t really speak your mind, you can’t say what you think and say what you believe and share those thoughts with others. I’d rather have a society where we’re all free but where occasionally I have to accept that I may be offended by some things that some people say and other people have to accept the same.
[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]