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The importance of human nature
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Philip Pullman

Human beings have got all sorts of things that make them special and one of those things is what we call a conscience – the part of us, the thing inside us, the little voice that tells us when we’re doing something that’s wrong or when we’re doing something that’s right and when we’re wondering what’s right and what’s wrong. It’s that part of us that helps us wonder and helps us think about those difficult things. Everybody has this; some people think that we only have it because we’re taught about it in our childhood, by somebody who has a holy book or a bible or something like that, which tells them what’s right or wrong and then they pass it on to children. But I’m not sure that’s right. I think we all have a sense of what’s right and wrong, what’s fair and what’s not fair. We can all tell, can’t we, in the playground or at school if we’re punished unfairly for something or of someone does something in a game that you’re playing that isn’t fair, it isn’t right. We all know that at once. And that part of us that know that is our conscience and I’m sure that when – in the very very early days of pre-history – when human being were just beginning to be human beings, and the first human beings were living on the plains of Africa and hunting animals and gathering food and so on, I’m sure this skill, this faculty of being able to distinguish the right thing from the wrong thing developed along with all the other things that made us human. So I think it’s a very old thing and a very deep part of what makes us human beings, knowing what’s right and knowing what’s wrong. We always feel it before we can even talk about it, we sense, don’t we, what’s fair and what’s not fair.
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