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Why are questions important for humanists ?
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Alice

I’m Alice and I came to be a humanist because I never really had a religious faith. My mother took me to church and I went to a church primary school but in spite of that I never really believed … It’s very important to question things, otherwise we’d probably never have fairness in society. A lot of things that were unfair, people questioned them and when enough people questioned them, those things became changed and that’s why questioning is always important.
Philip Pullman

One of the ways that people are different from animals – from your pets like a dog or a cat – is that we can remember things and talk about them and look ahead. We can think about the things we’re looking forward to or the things that we’re frightened of. We can think about things, we can talk about things and we’re curious – we wonder. We wonder what happened after some other thing happened earlier. We can read about things, we can look them up in books or on the internet and we can find out about them. Human beings have this wonderful curiosity, this wanting to know things, wanting to find out things. That’s what lies behind all the science we know, all the exploration of space and the moon and the stars and so on. And it lies behind lots of other things as well, like our daily lives. We’re interested in other people; we want to know where they come from, what they’re like and the things they enjoy doing. So, human beings have this wonderful curiosity that makes them rather special and different from other living creatures, like dogs and cats and beetles and carrots.
Andrew

Human beings can do a lot of the things that other animals can do. We can build, we can climb quite high, we can run quite fast. But there are things that we can do that other animals can’t do and one of the most important things – many humanists believe – is that we can ask questions, we can ask questions about the world around us, we can be curious and we can try to – and sometimes actually achieve – understanding of the world around us.
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