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How do humanists decide right from wrong ?
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Alice
Humanism really helps me work out right from wrong because it’s about thinking about what’s right and wrong from my own judgement, from facts, from evidence, from the actual facts of the case. It is about understanding different viewpoints as well and being a good listener but also facts about right and wrong.
Schoolgirl

As a humanist I just believe I know in my head what’s right and what’s wrong.

Philip Pullman

 ‘What is truth?’ said Pilate in the Gospels as if to say, there are so many things that might be true and we don’t know which is which an who knows what the real truth is.

Schoolgirl

I used to go to church when I was very young, pre-school, and my primary school was very religious. I was probably taught what was right and wrong by my surroundings, learned the 10 Commandments, that sort of thing. But now, mostly, if I really need to know whether my actions are right or wrong, I just find it’s my conscience that knows what’s the right decision to make, more than any book can tell me.

Ursula

One of the things humanists use is a very valuable facility which all humans have and that is reason. We can think things through, and one of the wonderful things we can do is we can empathise with other people, and putting yourself in their shoes is an excellent way of being able to make moral decisions. We think about the consequences of our actions and that’s how we go about making decisions about right and wrong.
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