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Right and wrong – how do humanists decide ?
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Alice
When it comes to really difficult topics like a justice issue or an environmental issue, I find Humanism really helps because it’s about making rational judgements based on right and wrong and what you know is right and wrong; and also, listening to both sides of the argument. It’s not about referring to any book or whatever, but actually looking at the situation itself and looking for the fairest decision based on that situation and your understanding of right and wrong.
Catholic schoolgirl

Well, in my faith as a Roman Catholic, you’re expected to go to the Pope and as he speaks out of ex cathedra and he decides what’s right or wrong but – no offence to that tradition – I don’t really believe that’s right. I do take that into consideration, but I think that you can also decide based on your own thoughts as well.

Humanist schoolgirl
So would you say church tradition isn’t quit as important to you as to most Roman Catholics?
Catholic schoolgirl

I don’t think it’s as important to me. From what I know as a Roman Catholic, I don’t think that as many people as used to actually follow that really strict tradition. 

Muslim schoolgirl

Well, from a very young age, all Muslim girls and boys go to the mosque and the imam – which is like a priest – reads the Koran and teaches you what’s right and what’s wrong so when you’re grown up you understand and you know what is right and wrong.
Philip Pullman

The secular person does have an advantage here, because we’re not committed to one tradition, one book and one strand of truth alone. We can look around and we can see what’s true here and what’s not so true there.
Ursula

One of the things humanists use is a very valuable facility which all humans have and that is reason. We can think things through, and one of the other wonderful things we can do is we can empathise with other people, and putting yourself in their shoes is a very important way of being able to make moral decisions. We think about the consequences of our actions and that’s how we go about making decisions about right and wrong.

Philip Pullman

Are humanist ethics different from religious ethics? I don’t know that they are. I think an ethical person, or an ethical example of behaviour, or an example of behaviour that I would admire or give credit for or praise, doesn’t matter where it comes from. It’s not the motive I’m concerned with, it’s the effect.
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