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War – is it ever right to use violence ?
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Humanists believe that, when you’re deciding what’s right and wrong, you should focus on its effect on people and on human welfare, but that isn’t always an easy rule to apply. Sometimes it’s difficult to know what will most contribute to human welfare and a good example of a tricky situation is the example of war and violence. Certainly humanists would say that to use violence against other people randomly and unilaterally is wrong, because we should respect other people and treat them as we wish to be treated. But there are some examples – and you can think of them in history – when war, for example, has been a good way of securing other people’s welfare. If people are being oppressed in one country or if their countries are being invaded by another, for example, you can make a case that it is right for the benefit of those people to take part in a war which will stop oppression and violence against others.
Philip Pullman
It would be lovely if nobody needed to fight, but sometimes you do need to fight and sometimes it’s right to fight. The trouble is deciding what is the right cause. That’s a difficult question and you can’t have an overall answer for that, you have to decide each case on its merits, I think.
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