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How humanists celebrate weddings
[image: image1.jpg]
David
Good afternoon and a very warm welcome to everyone on this very special occasion. We’ve all come here to participate in the marriage ceremony of William and Emily. I know they are extremely pleased that you could all make it to what is a very significant and important occasion…

… A humanist approach to marriage is one based on mutual love and respect, equality of status, serious commitment and shared responsibility. It is these shared values that are the ingredients that bind the two together…

… Marriage joins two people who trust the love that they have found. It is a partnership in which each can grow and be their true selves while sharing in the growth of the other. It is a statement to those around them of what they know – that they have found such love, friendship and support that they wish to share for the rest of their lives…I’ve stressed that everyone’s presence here today is important and you are all witnesses and participants…

… What is it though that makes a successful relationship? In the words of Wilfred Arnold Peterson, it is forming a circle of love that gathers in the whole family; it is not only marrying the right person, it is being the right partner. On that note I’d like to ask you all to stand as William and Mary make their vows to each other. 

… Do you Emily promise William from this day forward to be faithful and honest in every way, to honour the faith and trust he has placed in you, to love and respect him in his successes and his failures, to make him laugh and be there when he cries, to care for him in sickness and in health, and to be his companion and friend?

Emily

I do.

William

I do.

David

William and Emily are now going to exchange rings. This is a highly important, symbolic gesture. The wedding ring looks both outwards and inwards and is a symbol of your love for each other.

… William and Emily, you share today the joy of a deep commitment and you’ve given each other the most precious gift of love. Treasure it, nurture it and encourage it with all the honesty you used in creating it. You are sharing something rare and beautiful. I know that I speak for everyone when I say that we are delighted to have been present today and to have been able to witness your commitments to each other. 

… I’ll end with some traditional Apache words. ‘May the sun bring you new energies by day, may the moon softly restore you by night, may the rain wash away any worries you may have and the breeze blow new strength into your being. And then all the days of your life may you walk gently through the world and know its beauty.
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